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5 PTO Meeting – 9:00am 
 
12, 13 Parent Teacher Conferences 
 NO SCHOOL 
 
18 Picture Retakes 
 Market Day Pick Up-3:30pm 
 
21 PTO Family Night – 7:00pm 
 
25-27  Thanksgiving Break 
 NO SCHOOL 
 
 
 
 
 

                    
 
     
     

 
Principal Message 
Parent Teacher conferences will be held on November 11,12, 
and 13.  This is a wonderful opportunity to discuss your child’s 
progress with his/her teacher.  First quarter report cards will be 
shared at this time.  You should have already received a 
confirmation letter indicating when your conference is 
scheduled.   We are proud of our attendance rate at 
conferences.  Our expectation is that 100% of our students’ 
parents will attend.  The times for conferences are as follows: 

 
Wednesday, November 11  4:00 – 8:00 
Thursday, November 12 12:30 – 8:00  NO SCHOOL 
Friday, November 13                8:20 – 10:40  NO SCHOOL 
 
District Message 
Some of the unseasonably cool weather we experienced last 
month has reminded us that winter is on its way. With Northeast 
Ohio’s share of severe winter weather, it’s important to remind 
everyone that while the district believes every day in school is 
critical for a student’s success, there will be times when the 
weather makes traveling to and from school unsafe and schools 
must be closed. The safety of our students is first and foremost 
in making such a decision. 
 
 In the event the schools do close, parents and guardians will be 
notified at their home via our AlertNow calling system. Other 
ways to find out about the schools’ status are listening to the 
local TV and radio stations, which will broadcast the information, 
checking the district web site at www.lakewoodcityschools.org, 
and calling the district’s School Closing Hotline at 227-5708. 
 
We are aware that there are times when parents will disagree 
with the district’s decision to keep schools open during 
inclement weather. If this is the case, parents always have the 
option to keep their child home. That day will be regarded as an 
excused absence for the student and students will be allowed to 

http://www.lakewoodcityschools.org/


make up any work missed. Please call your child’s school absence line to let the school know your child will 
not be attending due to the bad weather. 
 
FLU UPDATE:  
The seasonal and H1N1 flu is now proliferating throughout Northeast Ohio schools, including those in 
Lakewood. Please make sure to read “Seasonal and H1N1 Flu: A Guide for Parents” included in this 
newsletter for additional guidance during this unusual flu season.  
Dr. P. Joseph Madak 
Superintendent 
 
Board of Education 
Edward Favre, President 
Betsy Shaughnessy, Vice president 
Linda Beebe 
John Kamkutis 
Matthew John Markling 

SPARE CHANGE 

Thank you to all who contributed to our annual spare change fundraiser.  We collected over $1,400 which 
will support additional programs at Emerson. A very special thanks to Jo Ann Schwark who counted all those 
pennies, nickels, and dimes! 

PICTURE RETAKES 

Ohio School Pictures will be here on November 18.  If your child was absent or if you were not pleased with 
your pictures, you can have your child’s picture retaken.  If your child was absent and you want to order 
pictures, you need to complete the prepaid order form, which is available in the office.  If you want pictures 
retaken, you must bring the entire package back on November 18.   
 
NAMES ON BELONGINGS 
Please put your child’s name on all belongings.  We already have quite a bit of clothing, lunch boxes, and 
school supplies in our Lost and Found. Our Lost and Found is located in the hallway near the gym.  All 
students pass this everyday on their way to recess. We will put these items out during Parent Teacher 
Conferences inside the back door. 
 
TARDINESS 
Tardiness continues to be an issue for some of our families.  Our goal is to have all students in the building by 
8:45, so they can begin the day promptly at 9:00.  Arriving late puts them and their classmates at a 
disadvantage.  Please make 8:45 your goal too! 
 
Lakewood Early Childhood PTA is having its Annual Auction - Denim & Diamonds - on Friday, November 13, 
2009 at 7:00 p.m. at Behind the Woods in Rocky River.  There will be live and silent auctions, dinner, & a cash 
bar.  Tickets are $35 per person and may be purchased by sending a check payable to LECPTA, along with a 
SASE, to 2009 LECPTA Auction, 1200 Andrews Avenue, Lakewood, Ohio 44107.  More information can be 
found at www.lecpta.com  Come out and support a great community organization! 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lecpta.com/


 

                          
 

 

It’s been another fun month at Emerson, with plenty of events for us all to enjoy.  I hope you’re enjoying this 

fall season at Emerson as much as we are! 

 

A big thanks to Roseann LaDue for organizing our classroom volunteers for the first of this year’s parties. 

This year we went back to having parents provide the special treats for the childrens’ parties, and it looks like 

it was a great success!  I know the kids loved having their parents be involved in their school experience. 

 

By the time this comes out, Pumpkin Patch will have come and gone.  Thank you again to Heidi Murray, 

Suzanne Nieves, and to the many other volunteers who helped during this fun event.  Thanks also to the 

members of H2O who were there to help the night of the event.  As always, Pumpkin Patch was great fun, and 

it was certainly a success.   

 

At our October PTO meeting we discussed installing swings on the playground, so that our students can have 

a wider variety of activities during recess.  It seems that this will be a more expensive project that was hoped, 

but that it has wide support among our members and among the children as well!  Stay tuned to future Chalk 

Talks, or attend our monthly meetings, for more details about improving our playground. 

  

Finally, thanks to Inas Jassani for heading up our first ever New Member Coffee.  Whether you’re brand new 

to Emerson or an old-timer, it’s a great way to meet other Emerson parents, drink a little coffee, and chat a bit 

about whatever’s on your mind. 

 

OUR NEXT PTO MEETING WILL BE NOVEMBER 5, 2009 AT 9:00 AM.  Please note that this is 

earlier in the month than usual.  We hope to see you there! 

 

http://www.lkwdpl.org/schools/emersonPTO/index.html 

 

Emerson PTO: “Enriching the Experience" 

 
 

Iselin Dimacchia and Jill Richardson 

Emerson PTO Co-Presidents 

 

  
 

http://www.lkwdpl.org/schools/emersonPTO/index.html


 
EMERSON PTO MINUTES THURSDAY, OCTOBER 8TH, 2009 

 
 
Jill Richardson (PTO President) called meeting to order at 9:00am.  
 
Lisa Swiecicki (Recording Secretary) Passed out minutes from the September 10th meeting. The minutes were approved as posted by vote. 
 
Jackie Werner (Treasurer) informed group that the name change for the PTO from Taft PTO to Emerson PTO was filed with the Secretary of State 
but still needs to be recognized by the bank for formal change. 
 
Patty Klanac stated that she was still in need of pants (sizes 8-12), socks and coats. 
 
Jill Richardson gave an update on the swings for the playground. Between, the digging out of the area (behind the dumpster), transplanting of 
trees, equipment for excavation, concrete, mulch, timbers and swings the total cost is $3,200. The district is willing to pay for the mulch. 
 
Mrs. Seibel reported the following:  The 3rd grade Ohio Achievement Reading Test was to occur again in the spring. There would be a fire 
assembly that day (September 10th).  The 1st grade outdoor education program would be held closer to home this year as it would be at the Lake 
Erie Nature Center. Pumpkin Patch is October 30th. The parent/teacher conferences are to be held on November 11th, 12th, and 13th.  Looking into 
the PTO needing insurance in case anything should happen at a PTO sponsored event. 
 
Michael Dirse gave an update on the traffic safety committee. The biggest challenge is the driveway during dismissal. There is also concern 
regarding the need for a stop sign on Emerson/Nicholson. Proposal was made for Mrs. Seibel to follow up with city council regarding the matter.  A 
schedule of volunteers is to be developed to direct traffic flow in the morning from 8:30am -8:45am. 
 
A concern regarding the Adult Education program attendees’ behavior on or near school grounds was raised by PTO member. The concern 
included smoking, loitering, and harassment. Mrs. Seibel is aware of the problems and encouraged members to continue to let her know of any 
issues as the police have been involved. 
 
Kim Vivolo (Parent/Teacher Liaison) reminded group of the importance of grant writing for field trips. She also announced that art class would be 
starting the first week of November. She announced that Mrs. Budzar had a baby girl named Ivy and Mrs. Bunsey was expecting a boy. 
 
Heidi Murray (2nd Vice President/Fundraising) passed out a volunteer sign up sheet for Pumpkin Patch. This year’s Pumpkin Patch will include a 
dress up booth where the children can dress up and have their picture taken. She asked for costumes to be donated. She also stated bakers were 
need for the cake walk. Suggestion for an assembly on bike safety and maintenance was made. The market bags and spirit wear forms are due on 
September 9th. She continues to make arrangements for the Malleys candy sale. The parent social night is schedules for November 20th from 
5:00pm-8:00pm at the Kenilworth. The cost is $20.00 for all you can eat and drink. She stated she still has daffodil bulbs from previous year and 
that she would donate them to the kindergarten classes for planting. There may be a bowling activity scheduled during winter break. Idea for 
Market Day pie sale was introduced for a fundraiser. Each classroom would buy pieces of a pie and which ever class makes the most pies would 
win and receive a pizza pie party. The pies will be donated to need Lakewood families. 
 
Cindy Caskey  (Market Day) asked that Market Day be supported. 
 
Michael Dirse ( 3rd Vice President/Artist in Residence) stated he wanted to have the children make masks as part of a Mardi gras theme. Art-on-
Wheels would help to facilitate this project. The time line for this would be 3rd quarter and would most likely carry over to the 4th quarter. 
 
Jill Richardson announced that PTO membership was down this year. So far, there are 74 members.  There will be a chance during Pumpkin 
Patch to learn more about and join the PTO.  Better communication about the PTO will be ongoing. 
 
Inas Jassani (1st Vice President/Assemblies/Family Nights suggested an informal setting outside of the school be established for a coffee meet and 
greet to encourage membership. Future dates and place to be established. 
 
Jill Richardson suggested PTO members write a small biography and statement about why PTO is important to them. They will be published in the 
Chalk Talk. She also gave update on the Phase III community forum. The majority of people in attendance wanted to see Lincoln remain open 
while Grant would be decommissioned. Roosevelt would remain open and the west wing of the high school would be completed. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:05am 

 

 

 

 



 

 

IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO JOIN PTO!! 
 

Emerson Parent Teacher Organization 

ENRICHING THE EXPERIENCE 
Membership Dues 

$5 per member (valid for one year) 

Please return to school with your child. 

Checks payable to: Emerson PTO 

 

Member Name(s) 

  ___________________________________________________________ 

   

  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: 

  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone(s): 

  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

E-mail(s) 

  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

__  Yes, please include me in the Emerson school directory. 

 

__  No. please keep my information for PTO use only. 

 

Student Name(s); 

  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Grade(s): 

  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Teacher Name(s): 

  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Room Number(s): 

  ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Total amount enclosed ($5 per member):_______________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

EMERSON PTO  
òENRICHING THE EXPERIENCEó 

 
Parent Spotlight:  Every month we will be featuring comments from some of 
our newest members.  We all remember what it was like to be the new family 
at school.  While our children work hard to find where they will fit in, itõs 
sometimes just as hard for the parents.  We hope you will en joy hearing from 
parents just like you!  
 
ñMy name is Megan McGann.  My husband Tom and I are new to Emerson.  We 
joined the PTO to become involved and informed of the activities surrounding our 
children's educational experience.  PTO has been a great way to meet other parents 
who want to create unique experiences for the children of Emerson outside of the 
classroom.  This organization gives parents the opportunity to engage in social 
activities along with the children.  The members of PTO are friendly and welcoming, 
which makes it easy to get involved in the planning and organizing of events and to 
assist with fund raising.   We are fortunate to have an organization where the main 
objective is to better our school and to enrich our community as a result.   Please 
consider joining everyone is welcomed!ò 
Sincerely, 
Megan McGann 
 
    
 

 
 


