
CHALK TALK   

   

EMERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Margaret Seibel, Principal    Sharon Kufel, Secretary     May/June 2010 

Office:  529-4254      Absence:  529-4309       Fax:  227-5752 
 

              
                      MAY  2010 
 
4 Elections held in our gym 
 
8 5/6 Math Tournament  
 9:00 – 12:00, Emerson Gym 

8 PTO Plant Pick Up  
 Garfield Middle School 
 
10-14 Teacher Appreciation Week 
 
13 Classical Lunch (all lunch periods) 
 
20 9:15am – PTO Meeting 

20 All City 5th Grade Instrumental Program 
 LHS 
 
21 Chalkfest 
 
28 Track & Field Day (all day) and  
 Picnic Lunch 
 
31 Memorial Day – NO SCHOOL 

                         JUNE 2010 

7 5TH Grade Party 
 
8 10:45am – 5th Grade Graduation 
 11:30am – Dismissal of all students   
                     for summer vacation 
 
16 Emerson Office closes 
 
 
 

 
Principal Message 
While our foremost responsibility at Emerson is to provide a 
quality academic education for our children, we are also proud 
of the extra opportunities that we afford our students.  Here is 
a list of a few of the additional programs that we provide.   
These programs would not be possible without the volunteer 
work of staff, parents, and community members: 
          Before and after school tutoring with Mrs. Olender, Mr.        
          Zigman, Mrs. Heckman –Spear, Mrs. Pekarik, Mrs. May,  
          and Mrs. Black 

          DARE basketball team with Mr. Henry and Mr. Zigman 
          Choir for 4th and 5th graders with Mr. Fitz 
          Book clubs with the Lakewood Public Library 
          Student Council with Mrs. Fox and Mrs. Kuzmickas 

          Environmental Club with Mrs. Karabinus, Mrs. Peters, 
          Ms. Nakonecznyj, Mr. Zigman and Mrs. Germaine 

          Our emerging News Crew with Ms. Bunsey 

          Unicycle Club for 4th and 5th graders coached by Mr. Reis 
          and other parent volunteers 

          Dance Team for 5th grade girls with Mrs. Kuzmickas 
          and Mr. Fitz 

          5th Grade Math Team with Mrs. Little 
As you can see, we are working hard to provide meaningful 
opportunities for our kids during the school day and beyond. 
This list does not account for the endless hours that our 
parent volunteers work with children during the school day. 
We truly appreciate the efforts of all of these adults who care 
deeply about our kids.  As we continue to forge a true 
community school spirit, I invite others to share their time and 
expertise with Emerson’s children.  
 
District Message 
As our district faces a critical moment on May 4 with our first 
operating levy in eight years on the ballot, it seems 
appropriate to highlight some of the outstanding 
achievements that our students have accomplished recently 
as evidence that the investment our community has made in 
our schools is paying off with grand rewards. Our students can 
stand shoulder-to-shoulder with the best and brightest around 
the state in both private and public schools.  
 



  

A sampling of some of the excellent work that has been recognized recently: 

 The Lakewood Times took second place overall for newsmagazines in its division at the Ohio 
Scholastic News Media Competition held in early April. Times staffers also earned many individual 
awards as they competed against student journalists from across the state. 

 Fourteen students from Lakewood High and Harding Middle School participated in the Northeast 
Ohio Science and Engineering Fair at Cleveland State in March and all 14 came away with recognition 
from the judges, including a first place by freshman Hannah Kiraly in biology. 

 A literature piece written by Lakewood High freshman Grace Lazos was chosen as one of the top 24 
entries by the Ohio PTA to compete at the national level as part of the National PTA Reflections 
Program. Her piece was chosen from among more than 16,000 entries from across the state. Five 
others from the district join Lazos in earning state recognition for their creative works. 

 Members of the Power of the Pen teams from Garfield and Harding middle schools excelled in the 
annual creative writing tournament including a first-place overall finish by the 7th & 8th grade 
combined Harding team in the Sweepstakes competition.  
 

 All three LHS orchestras received the highest rating from the Ohio Music Education Association in its 
State Orchestra Adjudicated Contest hosted by Lakewood in February. The Chamber Orchestra, 
Symphony Orchestra, and Philharmonia Orchestra all received a superior rating.  

 The Harding Middle School Classroom of Champions team finished first in the annual Academic 
Challenge-style competition, besting 20 other schools from Northeast Ohio. 

These are but a few of the many wonderful accomplishments by our students at all levels in the district 
facilitated by our hard-working and talented staff.  
 
Dr. P. Joseph Madak 
Superintendent 
Board of Education 
Betsy Shaughnessy, President 
Matthew John Markling, Vice President 
Linda Beebe 
Edward Favre 
John Kamkutis 
          

END OF THE YEAR NOTES 
This is the final Chalktalk of this school year.  Look for information regarding next school year to come home on 

the last day of school with your child. 
Please refer to the calendar for end of the year activities.    
On the last day of school, all students are dismissed out the front Clifton doors at 11:30 in a parade like 

fashion.  If you normally pick up your child, you may park and come up to the front of the building.  If you choose to 
wait in your car in the back parking lot, staff members will bring riders around to the back after all have been 
dismissed.   
 
EMERSON RETIREES 
 We will be bidding farewell to some long time staff members of the Lakewood City Schools.  Ms. Vivolo, 
current 2nd grade teacher, Mrs. Pekarik, Title I teacher, and Ms. Flynn, Speech and Language Pathologist, will be retiring 
at the end of this school year.  They have given many years of service to Lakewood’s children and will truly  be missed.   



USED BOOK SALE 
Emerson Student Council will be collecting gently used children’s books; anything from picture books to 

chapter books.  This is a good time to do some spring cleaning and donate your books that are just collecting dust on 
the shelves.  We will be collecting the books for two weeks: during the week of May 3rd and during the week of May 
10th.  Just send any books that you would like to donate in to school with your child and they can bring them to Mrs. 
Fox’s classroom (rm. 214). 

The actual book sale will be before school (8:45-8:55) and after school (3:05-3:20) during the week of May 17th.  
We will sell books for $0.50 each.   
  
CLASSICAL LUNCH 
We will hold our annual Classical Lunch on Thursday, May 13 during regular lunch hours.  Students will be treated to 
table cloths, flowers and “candles”.  A harpist will provide background music for this event.  We encourage all students 
to dress up on this day.  A special thanks to Mrs. Schiazza for arranging this annual event. 
 
CHALKFEST 
Our annual Chalkfest will take place on Friday, May 21.  Emerson students will adorn the surrounding sidewalks will 
colorful artwork.  Thank you to PTO for sponsoring this event. 
 
TRACK AND FIELD DAY- PICNIC LUNCH 
On May 28, we will hold our track and field day. Hotdogs will be on the menu that day. We will have picnic lunch 
outside.  If your child does not usually purchase the hot lunch, he/she is welcome to bring a packed lunch for our 
outdoor picnic. Students should bring a blanket or towel to sit on. You are welcome to attend the track meet as well as 
the lunch. More information will come home with your child. 
 
DRESS CODE 
As we move into the warmer weather, I need to highlight specific items that can be problematic this time of year.  
Please refer to our handbook and website for our complete dress code. 

 
No backless or high-heeled shoes are permitted. 

 
Extremely brief shorts and short skirts are not appropriate for school.  Mid-thigh length or longer is 
recommended. 

 
Shirts with sleeves are recommended, however during the warm months sleeveless shirts are permitted. 
Halter, tank, and thin-strapped tops are not permitted. 

 
 
 
REQUIRED SUMMER READING ASSIGNMENT FOR INCOMING 6TH GRADE STUDENTS 

Reading is an enjoyable and educational experience that can easily be treasured over the summer months.  
Once again this summer, all incoming sixth grade students have a required reading assignment for their middle school 
language arts class. Students should read at least two books over the summer and complete a journal writing activity 
and/or participate in a book discussion at the Lakewood Public Library. 

These summer assignments are due when school starts in the fall and will count towards students’ first quarter 
language arts grades.   Fifth grade language arts teachers will provide students and parents with further information 
about this assignment in late May or early June.  Further details about these assignments can be accessed on the 
Harding Middle School and Garfield Middle School websites at www.lakewoodcityschools.org.   

 
           

http://www.lakewoodcityschools.org/


                                

Notes from the School Nurse:   

 

 If your child has medication at school, please remember to pick up the medication by the last day of 

school.  Any medications not picked up by the last day of school will be disposed of.   

 Please remember that new medication forms and action plans are required at the beginning of each new 

school year.  If your student has medication or an action plan at school, you can pick up new forms in 

the school office. Please complete these forms with your doctor and have your child bring them to the 

office on the first day of school in August. 

 If you have any questions, please call me.  Thank you!    

 

    Mrs. Andrea Lagzdins, RN, BSN, MEd 

    School Nurse 

    (216) 227-5747 

                      
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                Family Music & More  

                       Presents: 

  MOVIE NIGHT: 

   The Muppets 

         Take 

    Manhattan 

                             May 22, 2010 at 7:00p.m. 
                  In the Main Library Multipurpose Room 

 Lakewood Public Library           

     15425 Detroit Avenue 

    Lakewood Ohio 44107 

        (216) 226-8275  

            ext. 140 

       



 
 
 

 

 

 

Emerson PTO Happenings 
 

 

 
May is such an exciting time of year!  Along with the beautiful flowers and sunshine, we’ve got a crop of 

wonderful activities springing up for all our Emerson children, families and staff.   

 

Staff Appreciation 

We kick off the month in style by thanking the people who make the school year so rewarding for Emerson 

students—our staff!  Joanne Schwark has planned a wonderful week (May 10-14) filled with fun and goodies 

to say “thank you” to the people who make our school feel like home.  Please call Joanne at 228-9764 for 

more information about how you can be a part of it all. 

 
Outdoor Events 

This year’s Chalk Fest is scheduled for Friday, May 21.  Emerson students will have the opportunity to create their 

own beautiful masterpieces in chalk around the school grounds. Also coming up this month is Track and Field 

Day.  This year it is scheduled for Friday, May 28.  Our students will be treated to a variety of exciting outdoor 

races and games.  Please feel free to contact us for more information on how to get involved with these fun events. 

 

Plant Sale 

Thanks to Heidi Murray for working so hard to make our spring fundraiser a success!  Due to her efforts, we 

have been able to simultaneously beautify our homes and support our school.  Thanks to all who ordered and 

helped to support the wonderful community at Emerson Elementary 

 

School Supply Pre-Order 

Who wants to worry about shopping for school supplies over the summer?  Think about next year’s school 

supplies now!  Pre-order your child’s supply list from Emerson PTO and pick it up the week before school 

begins.  Everything your child’s teacher requested will be packed up and ready for you to take home and label.  

Support the PTO and make back to school shopping easier on yourself! 

 

Spot Sale 

For the first time ever, Emerson will be conducting a “spot sale.” On May 22, 2010 each parking spot in the 

Emerson parking lot will be turned into a mini garage sale. For a $10.00 donation to Emerson PTO you will 

reserve a spot in our lot. We’ll handle advertising and signs. Bring your car loaded with stuff and pop the 

trunk or set up a table in your spot. Any sales are yours to keep.  Call Heidi at 226-4300 with questions. 

 

Emerson Heritage Cookbook 

We are beginning to collect recipes for the first ever Emerson Heritage Cookbook.  The cookbook will feature 

recipes that reflect and celebrate Emerson’s diversity, and will be available in the fall.  If you’ve got a family 

favorite to share, please send it in to school with your child.  Be sure to include your name and a contact 

number with the recipe.  You may call Heidi at 226-4300 with questions. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newly Elected PTO Officers! 

Finally, a huge thank you and heartfelt welcome goes to our incoming PTO officers.  We are looking forward 

to seeing all the wonderful things they bring to Emerson.   
 

President  

 

Katie Ptacek    

1st Vice Presidents  Inas Jassani and 

Carmen Bowen  

  

2nd Vice President  

 

Heidi Murray    

3rd Vice President  

 

Connie Krebs    

Treasurer  

 

OPEN    

Recording Secretary 

  

Kirsten Martin    

Corresp. Secretary  

 

Jim Pido    

 

Our next PTO meeting is May 13, 2010 at 9:00 am. 

We hope to see you there. 
Emerson PTO: “Enriching the Experience" 

 

 
 

Iselin Dimacchia (521-7537)  

Jill Richardson (521-7341) 

Emerson PTO Co-Presidents 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Emerson PTO Minutes, Thursday, April 15, 2010 
 

Meeting called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Jill Richardson, PTO Co-President.  
  
Joanne Schwark made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 11, 2010 meeting.  Motion seconded by Jen Pilgrim.  All present voted in favor and minutes 
were approved.   
 
Heidi Murray commented on fundraising efforts and said that PTO fundraising is higher than expected due in big part to the Malley’s Candy Sale success and the 
projected orders already in for the May Plant Sale.  
 
Iselin Diamacchia spoke on the special topic of Playground Funding and stated that some of the expense involved in new basketball hoop placement may be 
matched/shared by the district.    
  
Mrs. Seibel reviewed the following upcoming events: (1)D.A.R.E. basketball game is scheduled for Saturday, April 17, and it will be preceded by an all-school pep 
rally on Friday, with the dance team performing then as well; (2) Classical Lunch for the entire student body is scheduled for May 13th at which the students will be 
treated to a harpist, flowers and tablecloths on the lunch tables, etc.; and (3) Ohio Achievement Tests will take place April 20 thru 29.  She requested vacations or 
unnecessary absences be avoided this week for the 3rd thru 5th grades. 
 
Following a motion by Heidi Murray, which was seconded by Connie Krebs, and approved by a majority of the vote, PTO agreed to contribute $200 toward the 
Classical Lunch.  
 
Following a motion by Nikki Rose, which was seconded by Connie Krebs, and approved by a majority of the vote, PTO agreed to allocate $100 toward donut costs 
for the Math Tournament in May.      
 
A membership sub-committee chaired by Joanne Schwark was discussed.  Joanne asked for Mrs. Klanac’s involvement to represent staff/faculty. 
 
Katy Ptacek discussed the handbook committee’s ideas for revisions to the Emerson Handbook in order to make it more welcoming and user-friendly.  Ideas 
included mentioning that parents are welcome to join their children for lunch at school, including a welcome letter with first day of school procedures, and a table 
of contents.  She also reported that the logo has been finalized.   
 
Mrs. Seibel reported that Ms. Vivolo, Ms. Flynn, and Mrs. Pekarik are all retiring next year.  Jill Richardson suggested special going-away gifts.   
 
Ms. Fell, Teacher Representative, said that the PTO supplies set was a great success.  However, some items will not need to be included for next year if student 
already has it or if it is non-existent (e.g., certain baggie sizes).  She and Heidi Murray will coordinate a time to finalize this list for next year.  Ms. Fell also reported 
on the Sidewalk Chalk Festival scheduled for May 21st.  She thanked everyone for the sympathy wishes.            
 
Jill Richardson reminded the PTO of the importance of the census being above 50,000 to receive federal funds.  After speaking with Lakewood Council member 
Nickie Antonio, she discovered  the projected number is around 52,000.  She stated that Issue 6 is vital for Lakewood Schools and encouraged voting for it.  She 
then read a letter from H2O requesting donations for after-prom.  Following a motion by Katy Ptacek, which was seconded by Heidi Murray, and discussion of PTO’s 
$100 budget allocation for this, PTO voted by majority to donate $100 to this group.    
 
Jill Richardson discussed better promoting PTO sponsored events.  Nikki Rose suggested having a portable sign to bring to events stating “This Event Sponsored by 
Emerson PTO” where applicable.   
  
Inas Jassani stated that family nights are done until next school year and that they were successful.  It was mentioned that $350 is budgeted for f5th grade 
graduation.  She updated the PTO on the successful completion of the igloo project.  Jill Richardson thanked her and Mary Beth Kohl for their work and noted the 
Lakewood Observer photographed it.    
 
Jim Pido reminded PTO of the $800 left in the budget from the lego assembly.   
 
Heidi Murray reported that recipe forms for the cookbook will be available at the school for those interested in submitting a recipe.  She expects about 200 recipes.  
Also, brown Giant Eagle paper bags are needed for the PTO school supplies sets for next year.   
 
Katy Ptacek mentioned that the Handbook could include mention of various fundraising sources such as box tops, Market Day, etc.   
 
Heidi Murray said that there are 4 confirmed Spot Sale participants and if there are at least ten it’s doable.  She also noted the Book Fair success and that the kids 
loved it.   
 
Joanne is planning the Staff Appreciation Week which will include breakfasts, lunches and thank you’s.  Jill Richardson mentioned that volunteers are needed for 
the Chalk Fest on May 21st with rain dates of the 24th or 25th.  She also noted that a PTO Treasurer is still needed for next year.  She mentioned that Field Day is set 
for May 28th, another event the kids love.  She suggested changing Dads and Donuts to Dessert with Dads one evening next school year to accommodate more 
Dads’ schedules.   
 
Connie Krebs reported that she and Mary Beth Kohl will be focusing on continuing the Rainy Day Art Café next year. 
 
Nikki Rose noted that she will not be available for next year’s car line assistance, but she stated that she felt it ran very smoothly overall this school year.   
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:07am. 
 
Minutes submitted by Mary Beth Moore 
         

 


