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                   MARCH 2010 
 
1-19 Terranova Testing 
 
9 5th Grade to Hale Farm 
 
10 4th Grade to Cleveland 

Orchestra 
 
11 PTO Meeting – 9:00am 
 
18 Family Math Night – Grades 3-5 
 6:30am 
 
22-26 PTO Book Fair 
 
23 End of 3rd Quarter 
 
23 Kindergarten Registration 
 2:00pm – 7:00pm 
 
24 Malley’s Candy Delivery 
 
24 Market Day Pick Up 
 
25 Elementary Choir Program 
 7:00pm – LHS 
 
31 Spring Program, Grades 3-5 
 6:30pm 
 
 

Principal Message 
Each year, Lakewood City Schools give standardized 

achievement tests (TerraNova) and ability tests (InView) to students in 
several grades.  The Terra Nova and InView tests will be given 
between March 1ST  – March 19TH.  All students in grades 1, 2 and 4 will 
take the whole battery of tests (Reading, Language, Math, Science and 
Social Studies.)  Students in 3rd grade will take only the science and 
social studies tests.  Fifth grade students will take Social Studies.  

State Achievement tests for students in grades 3, 4, and 5 are 
scheduled for April 22 – May 9th.  A more detailed schedule will be 
sent in next month’s Chalk Talk.   

More information will be coming home from your child’s 
teacher.  It is important that your child attends regularly during testing 
periods.  We begin testing right after the 9:00 bell.  If your child is 
tardy he/she will need to wait in the office until testing is finished.  A 
good night’s sleep and a healthy breakfast are also important.  Please 
avoid doctor's appointments and vacations during both testing 
periods. 

You will be notified with the results of these tests later in the 
spring. 

We are working very hard with all of our students to prepare 
them for these assessments and to ensure their success.  Your 
continued support through high expectations, regular communication, 
and daily checking of homework is essential for your child’s growth. 
 
District Message 

Lakewood’s future depends on keeping high quality schools.  
Our schools provide an excellent education by any measure. 

Like all of us, our schools face rising costs and lower revenue 
because of the struggling economy.  We’ve lost almost $3 
million in declining property tax revenue and funding cuts from 
the state.  We’ve dealt with that responsibly: in the last five 
years, we’ve cut more than $9 million from our budget while 
maintaining educational quality.  But after cutting so much, any 
more cuts will significantly hurt academics and student 
achievement.   

Our school district has made great strides these past years. 
We’ve consistently improved academics, and the first two 
phases of our facilities improvement plan have been on-time 
and on-budget, giving us new, better school buildings.  These 



 
 
 
 
 
achievements are the direct result of this community’s investment in education.   
 
The Board recently decided to close Grant Elementary School in the third and final phase of our rebuilding 
plan. With Phase III construction start still undetermined, there is no plan to close the school for the 2010-
2011 school year. Despite the pain that will come with this decision, we have to focus on what’s best for the 
students going forward. Without the levy, all our students’ quality of education is at risk. 

We’ve kept our promises – and more.  In 2002 we pledged to make the last operating levy last three years; 
we’ve made it last eight.  We’ve managed as long as possible without asking voters for more funds, but now, 
the only way the Lakewood Schools can protect and continue our academic quality is to seek a responsible, 
scaled-back operating levy this May 4. 

 We know many of our residents are hurting as well.  That’s why this 6.9 mill levy is the smallest we can ask 
for while maintaining high-quality education. Even if this issue passes, we will still have to make cuts.  But 
without this levy, we won’t have the resources necessary to remain an excellent school district. 

 If we approve this issue, Lakewood Schools will be able to continue recent, major improvements on key 
state report card measures; maintain crucial programs that our community values; and devote ALL funds 
from this issue directly to the classroom; no funds will go toward school buildings.   

If this issue fails, we will be forced to cut $2 million from our budget and return for another levy within a 
year.  Class sizes will increase and we will slide backwards because we won’t have the  funds needed to keep 
good teachers, provide up-to-date textbooks and technology, or sustain programs and centers of excellence 
that attract families.  

We are all in this together.  To save additional money, our teachers and administrators recently agreed to a 
pay freeze this year, even if the levy passes.  That’s our commitment to our schools and our community.  It’s 
time to protect our schools, our community, and our investment in Lakewood. Receiving new funds that a 
successful levy will provide is the only way to keep Lakewood Schools excellent and accountable.    

 
Dr. P. Joseph Madak 
Superintendent 
 
Board of Education 
Betsy Shaughnessy, President 
Matthew John Markling, Vice President 
Linda Beebe 
Edward Favre 
John Kamkutis 
 
 

 

 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
CALENDAR OF CARING 
Mrs. Karabinus has secured a grant this year that not only benefits her students, but the entire student 
population at Emerson.  It allows students to grow their talents and contribute to their community 
throughout the calendar year.  Each month Mrs. Karabinus’s class has teamed up with another classroom to 
implement a service project for the community. Her class partnered with Mrs. Pollarine’s class for a 
Veteran’s project, with students from Mrs. Fell and Ms. Vivolo’s class to work with the Red Cross, and with 
Ms. Nakonecznyj’s class to promote a Pennies for Peace Campaign that raised over $600 school wide to help 
build schools in Afghanistan and Pakistan.  These classes also made board games for children at the Ronald 
McDonald House.  Projects for the remainder of the year include helping the homeless, working with the 
Senior Dog Sanctuary, and focusing on a healthy community environment. 
 
STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS 
The Student Council's candy gram sale for Valentine's Day was a great success!  We raised just over $100!  
The members of student council voted to send most of our profits to help with the relief efforts in Haiti.  
Therefore, we are sending $100 to the American Red Cross's International Response Fund for Haiti.  Thank 
you to the students and parents who supported our fundraiser by buying candygrams.  Look for our next 
fundraiser, a used book sale, coming in the spring! 
 
EMERSON WINTERFEST 
On February 19, Emerson students, teachers, and a number of parents enjoyed some time off in the snow 
with their friends.  It was a beautiful, sunny day and our school grounds came alive with snowmen, snow 
forts, and children’s laughter.  
 
TEACHER WEBSITES 
Be sure to check out our teacher websites.  Many staff members have developed or are in the process of 
developing helpful and informative websites.  Just go to the Emerson homepage and click on the link for 
teacher websites. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Notes from your School Nurse  

Flu season is still upon us ï follow these healthy tips:  

 
ü Avoid close contact with people who are ill.   The flu spreads easily from person to 

person.  

ü Cover your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze . Respiratory droplets contain 
the flu virus.  

ü Stay home from school or work when you are ill.  A person with the flu can infect 
others before symptoms begin and for several days after.  

ü Wash your hands often.   

ü Avoid touching your eyes, nose and mouth.   Germs  spread easily from your hands 
when you touch your eyes, nose or mouth.  

ü Drink plenty of water.   A well -hydrated body has a better chance of fighting infections.  
ü Keep your immune system strong.   Eat a balanced diet with fruits and vegetables.  Be 

sure to ge t regular exercise and plenty of sleep.  

ü Talk to your doctor about getting a flu shot, seasonal and/or H1N1.  
 

*****************************************************   

If your child needs to take prescription or over - the - counter medication at 

school (includin g cough drops):  

It is the policy of the Lakewood City Schools that a parent and the childôs physician must 

complete and sign a release for any medication.  Medication must be brought to the school 
office in its original container by the parent or guardian.     

*****************************************************  

GOOD VISION NEWS   

 
Because good vision is so important to learning, we want to pass this information along to you.   
Lakewood School Nurses screen all students new to the Lakewood Schools and in P re -

Kindergarten, Kindergarten, and grades 1, 3, 5, 7, and 9.  If any vision problem is suspected, 
the parent/guardian is notified by the school nurse.   

 
The Lakewood School Nurses are involved in the Sight for Students program which provides 
free eye exam s and eyeglasses  to children under the age of 18 who come from qualifying 

families.  The criteria include a family income less than 200% above poverty level.  Students 
whose families qualify for free or reduced lunch and do not have any vision insurance qu alify 

for this program.  If your child qualifies, you will be provided with a list of doctors in the area 
who will examine your childôs eyes.  Please call for more information. 
 

Andrea Lagzdins, RN, BSN, MEd ï School Nurse ï (216) 227 -5788  

 

 



                                        
 

 

 

Emerson PTO Happenings 

 
 

Welcome March!  Its fickle weather brings us lots of fun opportunities including the rescheduled Adult Social 

on March 6
th

.  Come join us for an evening of fun and friendship, all while supporting our PTO!   Also coming 

up will be the Artist in Residence program, where Emerson students will be treated to making their very own 

Mardi Gras masks.  Keep an eye on your child's backpack for more details to come.  Finally, weôve got our 

Buy One, Get One Free Scholastic Book Fair scheduled for the end of the month.  Come join us for the fun!   

 

Congratulations to all the students who participated in the Second Annual Emerson Variety Show. It was great 

fun to watch as they treated the audience to an evening of singing, dancing, and many other talents.  A huge 

thank you goes out to Roseann LaDue and her band of intrepid volunteers for organizing the tryouts, 

rehearsals and the evening itself.  The many hours of work put in by the students and volunteers truly made 

this an evening for us all to be proud of. 

 

Thanks are also due to Roseann for all her hard work in organizing the Emerson classroom parties this year.   

The last of these was the Valentine's party in February, and I'm sure all the students would agree that they had 

plenty of fun. 

 

Our PTO Nominating Committee has been hard at work planning the slate of officers for the 2010-2011 school 

year.  There is always room for more help and new ideas, so if you would like to get more involved, or if 

youôd like to suggest someone you think would be a good addition, call us at the numbers below. 

 

  

Our next PTO meeting is March 11, 2009 at 9:00 am. 

 
 

Iselin Dimacchia (521-7537) 

Jill Richardson (521-7341) 

Emerson PTO Co-Presidents 

 

 

 



Emerson PTO Minutes Thursday, February 11, 2010  

Jill Richardson (PTO President) called meeting to order and welcomed all present at 9:05a.m.  

Lisa Swiecicki (Recording Secretary) passed out minutes from January meeting.  

Jill Richardson gave an update on the swings. The quote received for six swings is $9,000.00. The district agreed to cover the cost of mulch which is $3,000.00. The 
backhoe excavation is $3,000.00 and is being donated which leaves $3,000.00 plus labor for the PTO to fund.  All in attendance agreed that this project should be 
put on hold until the outcome of the impending levy is known. PTO may decide to have a fundraiser that is specific to the swings. One idea was a spot sale. An 
interested participant would rent out a parking spot to sell goods. The PTO would keep the rental money and all money made would be kept by seller. It would be 
similar to a flea market. 

Mrs. Seibel spoke briefly about the school levy that will be on the ballot in May. She informed the group that it has been eight years since the last operating levy 
and that there will be cuts whether or not the levy passes. She also stated that Mayor Fitzgerald was on board with getting the levy passed and that councilman 
Mike Summers is in need of volunteers to man phone banks in March.  

Mrs. Seibel stated that winterfest for the students would be scheduled as soon as the weather is predicted to be warmer. Mrs. Seibel reported the following: Math 
Night is scheduled for Thursday, March 18th. A math activity involving ice cream is to take place and PTO agreed to provide the ice cream. The variety show is 
scheduled for Friday, February 26th. The lyrics for any lip syncing need to be reviewed and approved.  

Mrs. Seibel reported that Tera Nova III testing will be on Monday, March 1st for first, second and fourth grades. Third grade will have science and social studies 
testing and fifth grade will be tested in social studies. Registration for Kindergarten is Tuesday, March 23rd from 2:00-7:00pm at all elementary schools. There is a 
teacher appreciation meal scheduled for Thursday, February 25th. Monday, June 7th is the fifth grade picnic.  

Michael Dirse (Artist in Residence) reported that the Mardi Gras mask project will be at the end of March and take about two days. The masks will be made out of 
recycled products.  

Ms. Vivalo (Teacher Representative) reported that Math Night was scheduled for Thursday, March 18th and parents need to sign up. She stated that Mrs. Harvey is 
due to have a baby and she will keep us posted about the birth. Ms. Vivalo stated that grant writing would be help the PTO to obtain the money needed for swings 
and other projects that could enrich the students. She stated that there are dedicated revenue streams for many programs. Several PTO members expressed 
interest in learning about grant writing and Roseann LaDue's sister is willing to assist with the grant writing.  

Jill Richardson informed the PTO that the census this year was particularly important to Lakewood and encouraged all to participate. If our census is below 50,000 
people, we are subject to losing Title I funding. She also stated that on Tuesday, March 16th, the library was conducting programs to teach the children about the 
census.  

Mary Beth Kohl (1st Vice President/Assemblies/Family Nights) reported that during the week of February 15th, the fifth grades will be preparing the site for the 
igloo project. The older students will be assisting the younger students with the building. She stated that she spoke with Mr. Shields about the Lego assembly. Per 
Mary Beth, Mr. Shields stated that he and other teachers thought  that the money spent on the assembly could be used for other projects that could serve student 
body better. Products could be purchased as an investment and used over and over for all students. Mary Beth stated that the money that was used for the Lego 
assembly could be used for cultural programs for the school. She will consider other assemblies for the whole school as the Lego assembly was for the fourth 
grade.   

Heidi Murray (2nd Vice President/Fund raising) reported that the adult social night is scheduled for March 6th form 6:00-9:00pm at the Kenilworth . The cost is 
$20.00 per ticket which includes food, drink, and raffle prizes.  Information on the Malley's fundraiser went home and should be quite profitable. The spot sale (set 
up like a flea market, seller rents a parking space for $10.00) will take place in May. The plant sale will take place in April and pick up is Saturday, May 8th. It will 
be a combined fundraiser with Garfield middle school. Heidi mentioned the possibility of have a cook book printed that tied into heritage night. The books would 
be sold for approximately $5.00-$6.00. Heidi reported that Market Day contributes $2,000-$3,000 to the PTO budget but the sales are not doing well at Emerson 
and Market Day is considering dropping Emerson as a site. Heidi stated all spots for the nominating committee are filled.  

Roseann LaDue (Holiday Parties/Variety Show) reported that the classroom holiday parties have been going well and that the feedback from teachers is positive. 
The auditions for the variety show are done and rehearsals are scheduled for the week of 2/15. The stage in the cafeteria will be the site for performances.  

The book fair is scheduled for Monday, March 22nd and will include a buy 1 get 1 deal.  

Patty Klanac reported that the coffee drop in on Thursdays is going well. She expressed a need for parent volunteers for the classrooms. Patty stated that a new 
family at the school is in need of boots, size 5 girls and 8 women's.  

Mary Therber stated that the school board meeting being held on Tuesday, February 16th, at 7:30pm, was the last chance for Phase III concerns to be heard. She 
also reported that Roosevelt Elementary's PTA is having a meeting on Tuesday, March 9th, at 4:30pm to decide if they want to convert to a PTO. They are seeking 
Emerson's PTO input.  

Several parents in attendance raised concerns over the lunch and recess time and staffing attitudes. Parents don't feel adequate time is given for lunch or recess 
and feel the environment is anything but friendly for the children. Patty Klanac took note and was going to speak with Mrs. Seibel about the matter.  

Meeting adjourned at 10:20 a.m.  



Emerson 5
th

 Grade Parent Opportunities  
GGeett  iinnvvoollvveedd  aass  wwee  cceelleebbrraattee  oouurr  ccllaassss  ooff  22001100  

  
  Join our team as we organize the Emerson 5th grade yearbook.  This is a 

fun, collaborative project; collect photos, sponsor yearbook cover design 

contest and more.  Students treasure their elementary yearbooks long 

after they have moved onto middle school.  

            

 Graduati on Picnic, Monday, June 7 
  Join our team to plan games/food/fun  

Come celebrate our 5th graders  

 

If you are interested in becoming involved, please call:  
 

Mary Therber therber@sbcglobal.net  216.226.1410  

Iselin Dimacchia adimacchia@ameritech.net  216.521.7537 

Jill Richardson jill@richardsondesign.com  216.521.7341 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                Family Music & More  

                           Presents:  

                
                              Mister  
                                  Magic  
                             The Magician  
                                

 Lakewood Public Library           
     15425 Detroit Avenue 

    Lakewood Ohio 44107 

        (216) 226-8275  

            ext. 140 

       

       JOIN US SATURDAY March 27, 2010 AT &7:00 P.M.  
                                           IN THE MAIN LIBRARY AUDITORIUM  

 

mailto:therber@sbcglobal.net
mailto:adimacchia@ameritech.net
mailto:jill@richardsondesign.com

