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LAKEWOOD

CITY SCHOOLS

CHALK TALK

EMERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Margaret Seibel, Principal
Office: 529-4254

Sharon Kufel, Secretary
Absence: 529-4309 Fax: 227-5752
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DECEMBER 2009
HOLIDAY FOOD COLLECTION
BEGINS
COSI Assembly and hands-on
science activities for grades 1-5
Bubble Assembly for Kindergarten
and Pre-Kindergarten

Winter Classroom Parties — 2:30pm

Winter Break Begins

o4

JANUARY 2010
School Resumes
PTO Movie Night — 6:30pm
PTO Meeting —9:00am
Winter Program Dress Rehearsal
Grades K-2 — 1:30pm
Winter Program and Open House
Grades K-2 — 6:30pm
NO SCHOOL-Martin Luther King
Day
End of 2" Quarter
NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS
End of 1% Semester
Report Cards Go Home

Principal Message

The holiday season is certainly a special time of year. It gives us
the opportunity to learn about different cultures and how we all
celebrate our traditions. It also is a time of giving. We will be
collecting canned foods and non-perishable items for the needy
residents of Lakewood. We will begin the collection on
Monday, December 7 and continue until Thursday, December
17. Emerson also sponsors a giving tree for our own families.
More information about the giving tree is included in this Chalk
Talk.

Winter break will begin on Monday, December 21. The
students will return to school on Tuesday, January 5. Teachers
have staff development on Monday, January 4.

This is a combined December —January Chalk Talk. The calendar
and menus for December and January are included.

District Message

This month the district and our Board of Education will be hard
at work tackling two issues that are of critical importance to the
continued success of our current students as well as students
for generations to come. While Phase Il aims to shore up our
facilities and bring our entire district up to 21* century learning
standards for the long term, a new operating levy is being
considered that will impact our financial situation for the near
term.

At its Nov. 16 meeting, the Board delved into the Phase I
report in a special public work session that helped members
better understand the data, issues and concerns related to the
decision of closing another elementary school. Although public
comments were not taken at the meeting, the Board does
intend to hold a session specifically to hear what the public has
to say before any decision is made. Please continue to check the
district web site at www.lakewoodcityschools.org for more
information as it becomes available.

At its Dec. 7 meeting, the Board and the administration plan to
discuss options related to a new operating levy as well as
additional cuts needed to shore up the budget and keep millage
on a levy request reasonable. Anyone interested in examining
the district finances can find our five-year financial forecast on


http://www.lakewoodcityschools.org/

our web site on the Treasurer’s page and the Board of Education page.

We respect that these tough financial times make thinking about passing a bond issue, which is
needed to proceed with Phase Ill, and an operating levy hard to swallow. However, despite
good forethought and a very proactive budget management approach, our good fortune
financially is running out. Economic factors beyond our control such as decreased State funding
and declining property values make it imperative that we address our future needs now.

We are fortunate to live in a community that has shown such stalwart support for public
education and we look forward to working together to continue to provide an “Excellent”
education for all our students.

Dr. P. Joseph Madak
Superintendent

Board of Education

Edward Favre, President

Betsy Shaughnessy, Vice president
Linda Beebe

John Kamkutis

Matthew John Markling

SETTING EXPECTATIONS

Parent Teacher Conferences were very well attended. Almost 100% of percent of Emerson
families took this opportunity to discuss their children’s progress. Your interest in your
children’s education and your support of their efforts are crucial for success. We set high
expectations for student achievement and behavior. We ask that parents do the same. Your
children need to know that you expect them to work hard, get good grades, and behave
appropriately. Many of us make New Year’s resolutions. As the new calendar year approaches,
make it a family tradition to set goals with your children. Mastering math facts, increasing
reading fluency, reading a certain amount of minutes each day, raising a grade form a P to an M
or an M to an E are all examples of goal setting. Have your child chart their progress toward a
desired goal. Our children are looking to us for guidance and we need to set the bar high.

WINTER WEATHER
All students go out for recess unless the temperature is below 20 degrees. Please be sure that
your child is dressed appropriately and all clothing is labeled with your child’s name.
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Holiday Help

We at Emerson would like to be of help to any of our families who are struggling
by offering to provide a gift or gift card to purchase something for the kids for the
holidays. In the past we have helped families with warm clothing, socks and
boots, books, games, art supplies, Lego’s, and practical gifts such as soap powder,
paper products, shampoo, and food certificates.

If you, or someone you know is in need, please call Patty Klanac at Emerson at
529-4254/227-5519 and leave name, ph # and a good time to call you. All referrals
are confidential.

If you would like to provide a gift for a child, simply come to school and visit our
Holiday Giving Tree set up inside the buzzer door. Simple take an ornament, sign
your name on the paper provided and leave the #(number) which is on the back
of the ornament. Buy the gift, and return it to Patty (WITH THE ORNAMENT IF
POSSIBLE)byDec. 15™. I will make sure the gifts are delivered.

Coffee Drop-in

Just a reminder | have coffee and conversation on Thursday mornings 9-10am in
the conference room near the office. Come get acquainted with other parents
and learn about volunteering. We laugh and (sometimes) even work at helping
the teachers. It’s a great way to meet new people and feel a part of our
community.

Parent Volunteers Needed:

We are looking for some committed parent volunteers who could give an hour a
week to helping some of our students with their reading and math fact (adding,
subtracting, counting change, telling time etc.)

Contact me with your name, ph# and when you would be available. My Number
is 227-5519/ or call school and ask for Patty. If you haven’t been fingerprinted at
the Board of Ed, that needs to be done (it’s free).



CoSi
Assembly

Wednesday, December 9"
Can you help a student make Super Slime,

write a secret message, or make gas ?
Adult volunteers are needed to assist our 1% through 5" graders
with hands on science activities throughout the day.
Call Mary Beth Kohl @ 216-221-2141 to volunteer

On Monday, December 14" the
Bubble Lady will wow our preschool and kindergarten students
with her magical bubbles. The students will learn the reason
why bubbles form and how they take shape.
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The fourth graders have their own company
called MSF Inc. The purpose of this company is
to help us learn economics. We are producing
and selling three different goods. We are
selling chocolate covered pretzels for S 0.50
each, keychains for S 2.50 each, and bracelets
for S 1.00 each. Our company will have pre-
sales of our products before and after school as
well as during lunch periods during the week of
November 30 to December 4. Order forms are
available from any MSF employee. We hope
you support our company and buy our products
and goods.




EMERSON PTO
OENRI CHI NG THE EXPERI ENCESOG

Parent Spotlight _: Every month we will be featuring comments from some of

our newest members . We all remember what it was like to be the new family at

school . Whil e our children work hard to find
sometimes just as hard for the parents. We hope you will enjoy hearing from

parents just like you!

Dear Parents of Emerson Elementary,

Hi, my name is Kirsten Martin. As a busy mom of two Emerson students | wanted to find an
easy way to show | support our school and students. One way | found | could make a difference
was to join the Emerson PTO. A small membership fee (just $5) enabled me to support an
organization which does so much for our school and our kids. | encourage you to become a
member, too. It is a way to get to know other parents who share common interests and who
want to make our school a great place for our kids to thrive. There are lots of opportunities to
get involved by volunteering in the classroom, helping at holiday events or with traffic safety.
No time? No problem. By simply becoming a member you are helping your school and a great
organization. The Emerson PTO - enriching our school, our kids, and our experience. Join today!
Sincerely,

Kirsten Martin

Proud mom and proud member

Emerson PTO
Family Movie Night
Friday, January 8 ™ @ 6:30pm

Bring your blanket and set - up on the cafeteria floor for a fun filled
evening
All family members are welcome, students must be accompanied by
an adult.

Popcorn and drinks will be provided
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Winteri s here, and with the cold weather comes w
gone through nearly half of this school year! The year has already been full of fun events for our
children and the entire family. Donbét forget

Your membership dues help the PTO to provide great activities for all the children. The money
helps to reduce cost of field trips for all students as well as provide for various school assemblies
throughout the year.

Wedbve got plenty of fun activities coming up
Jassani have been able to bring COSI on wheels to Emerson this year on December 9. The

program is called Altos SSthropghy" gr@ibsedeitssome y 0 and
hands-on experience with chemistry. Then on December 14 our preschool and kindergarten

students will get their chance to learn a bit more about science withit he bubbl e | adyo!
need | ots of volunteers to help make these as

a part of helping out.

Mary Beth and Inas are also planning to kick off the New Year with a movie night on January
8™, Stay tuned for more information, and come join us for a fun and relaxing evening at
Emerson.

Finally, a big thank you to Cindy Caskey for

Mar ket Day. I f youdve never tnowiisgadrcramey of Mar
They offer a wide variety of delicious (and healthy) items ranging from pizza, to broccoli, to

apple pie. And while you eat your delicious
Fundraising has never been easier! Contact Cindy for information at 221-1562, or keep an eye

on your <c¢childdéds backpack for an order for m.

Wishing you a wonderful winter break, filled with peace and joy.

There will be no meeting in December.
Our next PTO meeting will beJanuary 14 at 9:00 am!

http://www.lkwdpl.org/schools/emersonPTO/index.html

Emer son PTO: Efp&iencel chi ng t he

Iselin Dimacchia and Jill Richardson
Emerson PTO Co-Presidents


http://www.lkwdpl.org/schools/emersonPTO/index.html

EMERSON PTO MINUTES THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2009

Jill Richardson (PTO President) called meeting to order and welcomed all present at 9:00am.
Jackie Werner (Treasurer) presented a report detailing events/fundraisers/programs income & expense YTD.

Mary Beth Kohl (1% Vice President/Assemblies/Family Nights) reported that Heritage Night went over budget due
to cost of pizza. It was decided that in the future, PTO can supply fruit and salads in place of pizza.

Mrs. Seibel reported that Patty Klanac is requesting donations of small underwear for boys. A parent resource
room at the old Franklin Elementary has been established as a central location for all clothing donations. Patty is
also working to establish a Watch Dog Dads program at the school. Watch Dog Dads is a national program that
seeks to help fathers become more engaged in their children’s lives. Patty is also going to facilitate the holiday
giving tree again this year.

Mrs. Seibel also reported that the 4" grade needs adult readers to volunteer for the reading program they are
working on. They are recording books on MP3 players for struggling readers to listen to. The 4" grade is also
learning about economics through project based learning. The 4" graders will be writing up business proposals for
their own starter companies for Mrs. Seibel to review.

Mrs. Seibel reported that Lyndie Schuckert was scheduled to speak at the meeting regarding bullying but that she
would be unable to attend. She will be rescheduled for the January meeting. Lyndie is a counselor for the school
district.

Mrs. Seibel asked if PTO was providing the teachers with a meal on Wednesday Nov.11th during conferences. PTO
members volunteered to provide soups, salads, and breads.

Mrs. Seibel verified that PTO is giving $5.00 per child for field trips. She also reported that Mrs. Bunsey named her
new son Kyle. Mrs. Seibel reported that the Kindergarten classes will begin breaking down into groups for reading.
She also reported that Mrs. Karabinus’ class went to the VA Hospital as part of a service project and the class made
items for the veterans. The 5™ grade is beginning their DARE education.

Mrs. Seibel reported that the Choir, Unicycle, and Environmental clubs have all started. The Environmental club
has 60 members and their focus will be on care of birds.

Mrs. Seibel stated that there was a mistake in the November Chalk Talk regarding a PTO meeting being held on
November 21. There is no meeting on that date.

Mrs. Seibel reported that the Emerson/Nicholson intersection will not be getting a STOP sign.

Mrs. Fell (Teacher Representative) reported that the 2" grade will be working with Mrs. Karabinus for a service
project with the Red Cross. She also requested that the teachers be made aware of any fundraisers planned so that
they may be of assistance in making families aware. She also stated to encourage all parents to attend
conferences at scheduled times so that the teachers can stay on schedule.

Michael Dirse (3rd Vice President/Artist in Residence) reported that Jamie Ball (3rd Vice President/Artist in
Residence) met with owner of Green Smart Gifts and received 2 prototypes for recycled mask art project. He
passed them around for all to see. He also asked if there was anyone that could volunteer to help him with the
Artist in Residence program as Jamie is due to have a baby in February. One of the PTO members is considering the
position.

Jill Richardson (PTO President) asked if the PTO to consider if they want money to be spent on 4" quarter art
project, swings or elsewhere. PTO discussed making the Chalk Fest a bigger event and the possibility of getting the
high school art and music students involved.



Jill also asked PTO members to consider any topics of interest they would like discussed by featured speakers at
future PTO meetings.

Iselin Dimacchia (PTO President) stated that there was still a need for traffic volunteers in the morning. She also
stated that a rotating schedule should be established and that the process appeared to be speedy and working
well.

Mary Beth Kohl/Inas Jassani (2nd Vice Presidents/Assemblies/Family Nights) reported that December 9" the entire
school would take part in an all day assembly provided by COSI. They requested 15-20 volunteers. PTO will provide

a meal for the COSI staff. Set up for the assembly will take place on Tuesday, December 8™,

The igloo project involving recycled milk jugs will be built in the courtyard. A movie night is scheduled for Friday,
January 8"

Heidi Murray (2nd Vice President/Fundraising) reported that 165 pieces of clothing and 265 bags were sold for a
profit of $1,400.00. Another flyer regarding items will be distributed during conferences. She also talked about the
adult social to be held at the Kenilworth on November 20". She made tickets to sell. A bowling party at Put-in-Bay
is scheduled for Wednesday, November 25" during the day for students. She suggested that the sale of candy bars
be postponed until spring or cut out all together. Heidi also reported and unexpected profit of $1,000.00 from
Pumpkin Patch.

Iselin Dimacchia reported that last year, a 3" of PTO profits came from Market Day.

Jill Richardson stated that the family directory was being compiled and that during conferences, there will be
notice for parents that they can still join PTO.

Roseann LaDue reported that the Halloween parties went very well according to the feedback she received.
Iselin Dimacchia thanked Inas Jassani for organizing the New Member Coffee.

Cheryl Moorman reported that 7, 425 Box Tops were collected. Ms. Vivolo’s class won for most tops collected
(3,219).

Mary Therber asked for volunteers for the 5t grade yearbook.
Minutes from October 8™ meeting were passed out. The minutes were approved as posted in the Chalk Talk.

Meeting adjourned at 10:10a.m.



