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                      APRIL 2010 
 
1 Report Cards Go Home 
 
2-9 Spring Break 
 
12 Students Return to School 
 
15 PTO Meeting – 9:00am 
 
16 DARE Basketball Pep Rally 
 2:15pm 
 
17 DARE Basketball Tournament 
 Harding Middle School 
 
20-29 Ohio Achievement Testing 
 Grades 3-5 
 
28 Market Day Pick Up 
 3:30 – 4:30 
 
 

                    
 
 

 
Principal Message 
It is hard to believe that we have entered the final quarter of the 
school year. Report cards for the 3rd quarter will come home on 
Thursday, April 1. We will be administering the Ohio 
Achievement Tests at the end of the month. The schedule for 
the achievement tests is as follows: 
 

Tuesday, April 20 3rd Reading 
Wednesday, April 21 4th Reading 
Thursday, April 22 5th Reading 
Friday, April 23 3rd Math 
Tuesday, April 27 5th Math 
Wednesday, April 28 4th Math 
Thursday, April 29 5th Science 

 
As you can see, these weeks are packed with testing.  It is very 
difficult for us to make up tests with students. We urge you to 
avoid making appointments or keeping these students out of 
school for any reason other than illness during this testing 
period.  All tests will begin promptly at 9:05 and last for 2.5 
hours.   If your child is late, he/she will need to remain in the 
office until testing is completed. Even if a 3rd grader passed the 
October Reading Test, he/she will take the test again in April 
unless an Advanced score was obtained.  This gives students the 
opportunity to increase their score. 
 
District Message 
In March, Mayor FitzGerald delivered his State of the City speech 
from Horace Mann Elementary School. The location was 
appropriate as one of the points the Mayor highlighted in his 
speech was how important good public schools are to the 
success of a city. He emphasized how the two must work 
together to make sure that Lakewood remains a thriving 
community and the Schools remain a strong and excellent 
district. 
 
Lakewood is lucky in that the City and the Schools both 
recognize our symbiotic relationship and work hard to maintain 



a positive collaborative spirit. So much so, that the Mayor and Councilman Mike Summers are serving as co-
chairs for the Citizens for Lakewood’s Children levy committee. This is rather unique for a city to have this 
level of cooperation. 
 
Our district would not have earned this cooperation if city leaders did not feel we have been accountable 
with the taxpayers’ dollars. We have been consistently rated as one of the top districts in Northeast Ohio for 
spending the highest percentage of its budget on class instruction and among the lowest in percentage of 
money spent on administration.  
 
When voters were asked to approve the last operating levy in 2002, they were promised it would last three 
years. The district made it last eight. However, due to a collapsing economy that resulted in significant cuts in 
state and local funding, revenue from a 6.9 mill levy is needed to protect the programming that has 
produced the academic excellence our community expects. The levy on the May 4 ballot is crucial to 
maintaining the strong foundation that has developed in our community over many years. We are confident 
that working together with the support of Lakewoodites, our Schools will remain one of our city’s best 
assets. 
Dr. P. Joseph Madak 
Superintendent 
 
Board of Education 
Betsy Shaughnessy, President 
Matthew John Markling, Vice President 
Linda Beebe 
Edward Favre 
John Kamkutis 
 
 

DARE Basketball Tournament 
Our 5th graders will participate in the all city basketball tournament on April 17 at Harding gym.  Our first 
game is at 10:00 am.  Please join us to cheer on our team.  We will have a pep rally here at Emerson on 
Friday, April 16 at 2:15. 
 
 

CHANGES IN IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS! 
Beginning with the 2010-2011 school  year, the Ohio Department of Health is making a change to the 
required immunizations needed for incoming kindergarteners and students entering 7th grade: 
 
Kindergarten: A second dose of Varicella (chicken pox) is needed 
7th grade: Either a Tdap (tetanus, diphtheria and pertussis) or Td booster is needed 
 
Unless otherwise exempt, students not providing evidence of the shot being given or an appointment date 
will be excluded from school within 14 school days. 
 
If you have any questions, please call your building’s school nurse. 
 
 



 
 
 
Baby Bargain Bonanza – April 24, 2010 
 
Lakewood Early Childhood PTA will hold the annual Baby Bargain Bonanza sale at Emerson Elementary 
School (13439 Clifton Blvd.) on April 24, 2010.  Doors will open at 9:00 a.m., and the sale will continue until 
1:00 p.m. 
  
Don't miss this opportunity to purchase gently used items for baby and youth, as well as the mother-to-be, at 
great prices.  The sale will include clothing and accessories for babies and children (birth to size 14/16, toys, 
baby/youth furniture, maternity clothing and more.  Check out our bake sale for your favorite homemade 
treats plus Phoenix Coffee! 
  
Admission to the sale is $5.00 from 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. and only $1.00 from  
10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.  All proceeds will support programs of the Lakewood Early Childhood PTA.   
 
To learn more about shopping or selling at the Baby Bargain Bonanza call Margo Bondar at 216-227-8372 or 
email her at margobondar@gmail.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                Family Music & More  

                       Presents: 

             Kulture Kids  
                     will perform: 

        Remember to be Nice/ 
      Recuerdo Ser Simpatico 

 Lakewood Public Library           
     15425 Detroit Avenue 

    Lakewood Ohio 44107 

        (216) 226-8275  

            ext. 140 

       

           JOIN US SATURDAY April 24, 2010 AT 7:00 P.M.  
                                     IN THE MAIN LIBRARY MULTI -PURPOSE  ROOM 



                                  

Emerson PTO Happenings 
ñEnriching the Experienceò 

 
 

SPRING BREAK IS HERE!!!  Finally, it's time to get outside and enjoy the beautiful weather with our 

families.  After such a long winter, Iôm sure we are all looking forward to a bit of relaxation and fun in the sun.     

 

Our thanks go out to Cheryl Moorman for organizing this year's Scholastic Book Fair.  We were once again 

able to offer our students a ñbuy one, get one freeò sale, which put plenty of opportunity for reading into their 

hands.  Cheryl did a fantastic job of organizing the sale for Emerson, and her leagues of volunteers helped the 

sale run smoothly.   

 

The PTO adult social was a resounding success thanks to Heidi Murray's efforts. The event was well attended, 

with rave reviews coming from those who were in attendance.  In fact, plans are already in the works for a 

similar Fall 2010 event!  Thank you Heidi. 

 

Also being organized by Heidi is this year's Spring Plant Sale.  The sale is being held jointly with the Garfield 

Middle School PTSA. We are taking orders for beautiful flowers, ferns, hanging baskets, herbs and vegetables 

from Deanôs Greenhouse in Westlake.   Anyone who had the opportunity to purchase plants during this sale 

last year will tell you how well their plants performed. 

 
 

NEXT PTO MEETING ï Thursday, April 23, 2010 at 9:00 am 

 Please join us.  We'd love to see you! 
 

 

Iselin Dimacchia (521-7537) 

Jill Richardson (521-7341) 

Emerson PTO Co-Presidents 

 

 

Notes on Fundraising: 

 

Ð Thanks for selling Malleyôs!  We made over $2,000. 

Ð The Kenilworth Social was a great success look for another event in the fall. 

Ð The plant sale order forms that were sent home have a few errors.  You can find new forms on-line at  

http://www.lkwdpl.org/schools/emersonPTO/index.html  

Ð Check out the flyer for the 1
st
 Ever Spot Sale at Emerson May 22

nd
.  The largest garage sale Lakewood 

has seen! 

Ð Due to overwhelming support the PTO will once again offer School Supply Kits.  Once the supply lists 

are finalized order forms will be sent home.  Orders for next fall are taken before summer vacation.  

Donôt think  about school supplies in August let PTO buy them for you. 

 
 



Spot Sale @ Emerson 
Have stuff? 

Need to clean the basement? 

Have clothes that donôt fit? 

Donôt want to mess with a garage sale? 

Have crafts youôd like to sell? 

 

Rent a space and unload your loot.  
 

Emerson has a way for you to get rid of your useful items. 

On May 22, 2010 the Emerson parking lot is going to be home a huge garage sale.  Each parking spot will be 

turned into a mini garage sale. For a $10.00 DONATION TO Emerson PTO you will reserve a spot in our lot.  

Weôll handle advertising and signs. Bring your car loaded with stuff and pop the trunk or set up a table in your 

spot.  Any sales are yours to keep.   

 

SPACE IS LIMITED!   

The lot is only so big.  Donôt have enough stuff or canôt be there, buddy up with another family and split the 

cost.  

 

If you are interested in reserving a spot fill out the form below and return it to school.  Forms will be accepted 

as they arrive. Late forms may be denied if we run out of spots.  More information regarding time to-setup and 

logistics of driving/parking will be sent to those who have reserved their spot. 

 

 

 

 

 

Name: _______________________________   Phone: ___________________________ 

 

e-mail:__________________                          Classroom my child is in: ______________ 

 

I have enclosed my $10 ______ (Checks payable to Emerson PTO) 

 

I wonôt get a spot but I can help set-up/stay during event  ______ 

 

I canôt help that day but Iôll help organize the event ______ 

 



 
 

Emerson PTO Minutes Thursday, March 11, 2010 
 
Meeting called to order at 9:00 a.m. by Jill Richardson, PTO President. 
 
Mrs. Heckman-Spear spoke about “Math Night” to be held on March 18 for the 3

rd
, 4

th
 and 5

th
 graders.  PTO will provide ice cream 

cups, toppings, napkins and spoons.  She asked for parent volunteers and a sign-up sheet was passed around.  Mrs. Heckman-
Spear also reviewed a map of the gym showing the math centers the students will be moving thru.  A brief description was given of 
each. 
 
Mary Therber asked about the budget for 5

th
 grade yearbooks.  Jill Richardson informed the PTO the total budget for 5

th
 grade 

graduation is $350.  This is for both picnic and yearbook costs. 
 
Mrs. Seibel spoke about an upcoming event sponsored by Citizens for Lakewood’s Children.  The event, “An Excellent Evening”’ will 
be held on Wednesday, March 24.  She requested two people from Emerson attend to represent the school. 
 
Mrs. Seibel reviewed the following upcoming events: Emerson Variety Show on March 12 with a morning assembly for students, 
Math Night on March 18, Kindergarten Registration/Open Enrollment on March 23 from 2-7 p.m. (she reminded PTO open 
registration is a first come, first served basis), Book Fair the week of March 22, Elementary Choral Festival on March 25 and the 
Spring Concert and Open House on March 31.   
 
Mrs. Seibel informed PTO the students will be having a census awareness program March 16.  Also, Ohio Achievement Tests will 
take place April 20 thru 29.  She requested vacations or unnecessary absences be avoided this week for the 3

rd
 thru 5

th
 grade. 

Mrs. Seibel requested input on Curriculum Night this fall and how it could be more welcoming.  This is to be discussed at a future 
meeting.  She also asked the PTO to review the Emerson Handbook to look for ways it may be improved.  This will be discussed 
during April’s meeting.  A question was raised about an earlier discussion of school uniforms.  The PTO was in formed there will be 
no uniforms at this time. 
 
Jill Richardson updated the PTO on the swings.  It was discovered the space allocated for the planned six swings is only able to 
house two due to zoning laws.  The cost changed from $9000 to $8200.  The PTO discussed reallocating these funds to purchase 
other playground equipment.  Heidi Murray will compile a list of equipment and costs for the April Meeting.  Iselin Dimacchia 
asked for a motion to approve $50 for jump ropes and balls to be purchased now.  Heidi Murray made first motion to approve.  
Mary Beth Kohl made second motion to approve.  The motion was approved by majority vote. 
 
Katy Ptacek reported on communications.  An Emerson logo was discussed as well as the use of buttons or stickers to promote 
awareness of the PTO.  The driveway easel has proven to be a successful means of communication.  A Facebook page was 
discussed and the legalities related to it.  A sample of several logo designs was passed around for an informal vote.  Jill Richardson 
requested a committee be formed to review the Emerson Handbook.  Katy Ptacek and Connie Krebs will head the committee. 
Ms. Vivolo, Teacher Representative, informed the PTO of the birth of a baby boy to Amanda Harvey and the passing of Mrs. Fell’s 
mother.  She addressed the upcoming levy and the concern over erroneous information circulating.  She suggested redirecting 
people with misinformation to the Board of Education or schools.  She reminded the PTO of the importance of the census being 
above 50,000 to receive federal funds.  She requested everyone talk to neighbors to make sure the census is being completed.  She 
said there will be a need for volunteers this spring for the many upcoming programs.  A census program will be held in the library 
and students will participate in a mock census.  There was concern that families who do not speak English would have difficulty 
with the census.  Patty Klanac informed the PTO help would be provided to the families of refugee students in filling out the 
census. 
 
Mary Beth Kohl updated the PTO on the igloo project.  It has been relocated from the courtyard to the cafeteria and will soon be 
complete. A taped interview will be conducted by the environmental group and shown to students. 
 
Inas Jassani asked for the approval of $160 for the Unicycle Club.  Inas Jassani made first motion for approval.  Mary Therber made 
second motion for approval.  Motion approved by majority vote. 
 
Heidi Murray reported on the success of the Adult Social held at the Kenilworth Bar and Grille.  67 tickets were sold combined with 
$135 profit from raffle for a total profit of $1225.  It was suggested another Adult Social be held in the fall.  Heidi also reported on 
the Malley’s candy sale. Online sales continue thru the end of the month.  There have been $1400 in online sales and $5800 in 
paper sales for a total profit of $2500.   



 
 
 
 
Heidi informed the PTO of the upcoming plant sale.  Order forms are ready and being distributed.  It was suggested showing order 
forms to neighbors to build sales as this fund raiser has a good profit margin.  This is a combined fund raiser with Garfield Middle 
School.  Online ordering is available.  May 8 will be the pickup day.  There will be a Mother’s Day hanging basket promotion as well.   
 
The Spot Sale will take place in the spring.  A first draft flyer was passed around.  The school supply sale will be coming soon.  This 
is a service provided to parents, not a fund raiser. 
 
Jill Richardson informed the PTO the original Artist in Residence program will not take place.  She asked for suggestions for the 
most prudent use of the $2000 budget.  Mary Beth Kohl suggested the funds be used to create a “Rainy Day Café” where students 
would be able to create art projects during indoor recess days.  An Art/Activity closet would be created.  This would become a 
permanent part of what the PTO provides.  These projects could possibly be sold at events like the Spot Sale.  Mary Beth also 
suggested the money could be funded to teachers for their own art projects.  The current title of 3

rd
 Vice President Artist in 

Residence/Special Projects will be changed to more accurately reflect the position.  It will be discussed at a future meeting. 
 
Jill Richardson reported the Variety Show is set for Friday, March 12.  Performers should arrive at 6:15. 
 
Cheryl Moorman reported on the Book Fair scheduled to take place the week of March 22.  Books will be delivered on March 18.  A 
sign-up sheet was passed around for volunteers.  Jill Richardson informed the PTO $100 will be provided to the Book Fair to help 
purchase books for students who are unable to.  Cheryl also reported student’s wish lists would be sent home to parents to plan 
purchases.  There will be hours before and after school to purchase books.  Books will be Buy 1, Get 1 Free.  Cheryl also discussed 
creating contests for students including a summer reading contest. 
 
Jill Richardson asked for a vote on the new officers for the 2010/2011 school year.  Heidi Murray read the following nominations: 
Katie Ptacek and Roseanne Ladue for Presidents, Inas Jassani  and Carmen Bowen for 1

st
 Vice Presidents Assemblies and Family 

Nights, Heidi Murray 2
nd

 vice President Fund Raising, Connie Krebs for 3
rd

 Vice President Artist in Residence/Special Projects, Jackie 
Werner for Treasurer, Kirsten Martin for Recording Secretary and Jim Pido for Corresponding Secretary. 
Jill Richardson informed the PTO Roseanne Ladue stepped down as nominee for President.  Katie Ptacek agreed to the single 
Presidency nomination. 
 
Iselin Dimacchia asked for a motion to make an amendment to the slate of officers making Katie Ptacek the single nominee for 
President.  Cheryl Moorman made first motion to approve the amendment.  Connie Krebs made second motion to approve the 
amendment.  The motion was approved by majority vote. 
 
Iselin Dimacchia asked for a motion to vote for the approval of the slate of officers.  Mary Therber made first motion to approve.  
Suzanne Nieves made second motion to approve.  The motion was approved by majority vote. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:22 a.m. 
 
Minutes submitted by Kirsten Martin 
 

 


